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Horse Performance 
Festival
July 

International Argentine Tango Festival 
August

Concerts, giant paella, etc.
June to September

International Polyphony 
Festival 
June

June

September

Lyrics & Songs 
Festival 
May

Two of the city’s specialities: Tarbes beans and Bigorre 
black pork

World fencing 
champions 

Olympic canoeing champions 

National and WNBA basketball

Rugby international

World snowboarding champion 

Jardin Massey: listed as an “exceptional garden”, Tarbes, 4* “floral city”

Design and production: Tarbes Council Communication Service

Scan or download the free smart-
phone audio tour app,

available in French, English and Spanish.

Ferdinand Foch, 3 times Marshal of France 
born in Tarbes in 1851

The author of The Voyage of Captain 
Fracasse, Théophile Gautier, spent his early 
years in Tarbes.



Tarbes’ neo-Renaissance 
town hall has little in com-
mon with local architecture. 
The imposing building 
embodies the strength of the 
local council and the power 
of the French Republic. It was 
in Bourg-Vieux near Place de 
la Portète, home to civil and military powers from the Middle 
Ages and dominated by the Bigorre earl’s tower until 1899. The 
old earl’s château, a symbol of feudal power, was demolished 
and a new one was built. In 1907 the 18th century mansion di-
sappeared (to the indifference of locals), the Hôtel de Castelnau, 
the previous town hall.
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This classic building built mainly in the 13th and 14th centuries 
has medieval features. It is now home to prefects following its 
time as a fortress and bishop’s palace.

Marshal Foch’s child-
hood home is now a 
museum and a great 
example of urban Bigorre 
architecture. The Marshal 
lived here until the age of 
12. The intimate museum 
gives us an insight into the extraordinary man and his life on a 
fascinating trip back in time.

2, rue de la Victoire
publics.musees@mairie-tarbes.fr

Tél. : +33 5 62 93 19 02

The building’s Gothic style dates 
back to the 15th century and the 
bell tower is from the 17th cen-
tury. The neo-Gothic porch on 
the north side is from the 19th 
century. The main interior features 
date back to the 15th, 18th and 20th 
centuries. See the large Baroque 
retable presenting modern pain-
tings of the Baptism of Jesus, the 
three apostles and modern she-
pherds. 

Rue Brauhauban

1 2

Founded at the end of the 
17th century, the Hôpital de la 
Clôture has grown with the city. 
Its place in Tarbes’ urban layout 
has been recognised since 1991 
whilst upholding its initial voca-
tion.

Fascinating façade

Villa built by banker Achille Fould (1800-1867), minister to 
Napoleon III, in the mid-19th century. Its Bigorre location seem 
related to his love for horses and the popular need to “take the 
waters” in the Romantic period.

The villa’s heyday came with its impressive guests such as 
Napoleon III and Empress Eugénie as well as Prosper Mérimée, 
Fould’s friend, who often spent his summer here. 

The building is now home to the Pyrenees National Park with 
a museum and media area showcasing the Pyrenees’ flora and 
fauna. It provides information and an understanding about pro-
tecting and managing natural and cultural heritage.

2,  rue du IV Septembre
pyrenees.parc.national@espaces-naturels.fr

Tél : +33 5 62 54 16 40

This fascinating 
museum gives visitors 
an insight into the 
local Resistance and 
presents war prisoners, 
prison camps, resistors, 
escapees, deportees, 
patients, the Bigorre Regiment and people passing through the 
Pyrenees. 

63, rue Georges Lassalle
publics.musees@mairie-tarbes.fr

Tél. : +33 5 62 51 11 60 

Statue built in 1934 in honour of Tarbes-born Marshal Foch 
(1851-1929) sculpted by Firmin Michelet. Ferdinand Foch, the il-
lustrious Marshal of France straddling Marboré, the Fould family 
horse who also made her mark on Tarbes’ history.

At the south of the Allées Leclerc

Tarbes’s main square, formerly Place du Maubourguet, lies on 
the site of one of Tarbes’ medieval market towns. It is now one of 
the city’s most vibrant areas.

The Carmelites moved to Tarbes in 
1870 and built a convent.
The chapel is now an exhibition hall 
and a venue to introduce people to 
art. This unique hall is open all year 
round and covers over 200 m2 with a 
top quality schedule. Work by great 
painters has been exhibited here such 
as Joan Miro, Pierre Soulages, Francis 
Bacon, Georges Braque, Albert Giaco-
metti along with top photographers 

like Sarah Moon or Marc Riboud and well-known contemporary 
artists. Monday – Saturday opening times: 2pm – 6pm.

14, rue Théophile Gautier
publics.musees@mairie-tarbes.fr  - Tél. :  +33 5 62 44 36 90
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The church is like a watchtower wat-
ching over the traditional market place 
of Place Marcadieu.

In 1280 Mont Carmel nuns returned 
from the Holy Land and founded a 
convent here (Mendicant Order): all that 
remains is the spire. There were 60 nuns 
in the 14th century but only 4 during the 
French Revolution in 1790. The convent 
buildings were used to store fodder at 
the time. Now the church is all that remains. It became a parish 
in 1841. You can still see its Languedoc Gothic architecture with 
a single nave and a beautiful 15th century bell tower, a relic of 
this ancient abbey.

Place Marcadieu
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The Marcadieu was a meeting place for Piedmont mountain and 
country folk, the people of Aragon and Bigorre. It peaked in the 
19th century when it traded horses and mules destined for Spain. 

15

The renovated stud farm is listed as a “monument historique” 
and was founded by Napoleon I in 1806 for the cavalry. 8 hectares 
of grounds teem with museum treasures to show how great an 
impact horses had on the Bigorre capital: this is a garrison city 
which experimented, researched and founded its own breed 
through expert breeding: the Anglo-Arabian. Historical collec-
tions, vintage saddles, carriages, sumptuous stables, Empire-style 
architecture etc. 

The Horse Centre in a former stable sets the stage for a 
museum about the image of horses in the Midi-Pyrenees and will 
fascinate everyone.

The stud farm hosts countless horse events: national horse 
races, Anglo-Arabian events, horse driving trials and the famous 
summer horse performance festival: Equestria.

Chemin Mauhourat
Tél +33 5 62 56 30 80 

visites.tarbes@haras-nationaux.fr

The fully renovated Musée Massey has two floors of museum 
exhibitions showcasing two large collections:

The International Hussar Museum with over 15,000 items 
for an insight into one of the most unusual and fascinating 
military phenomena. The presence of the “hussard” (hussar or 
cavalry) garrison regiments in Tarbes from 1858 inspired this 
international collection. The history of the hussars covers the 
time from 1545 to 1945 throughout the world. It has its roots 
here in the Bigorre capital where it is kept alive to France’s 
delight. Over 150 mannequins and busts, 600 weapons and a 
hundred paintings by artists likes Horace Vernet, Eric Messonnier 
and Edouard Detaille tell the moving story of hussars from thirty 
different countries.

10

This traditional city centre 
college is a quadrilateral 
with walls from the 18th 
and 19th centuries on Rue 
Ramond and a brick façade 
from the turn of the 20th 
century on Rue Abbé Torné. 
Affectionately named “Théo” 
teaches over a thousand 
students. Its name pays 
tribute to the author of The 
Voyage of Captain Fracassa 
who was born in Tarbes in 
1811.

Fascinating façade

9

The 11ha English country garden listed as a “jardin remar-
quable” was bequeathed by Tarbes-born Placide Massey 
(1777-1853), gardener for Queen Hortense and Director of the 
Versailles Gardens. The park’s many paths all showcase stunning 
contrasting and harmonious landscaped designs and a wealth of 
many exotic species on which to feast your eyes with every step 
you take throughout the seasons.

Amongst the century-old trees lies a vast 19th century green-
house, the Musée Massey with its Moorish tower and a cloister 
from Saint-Sever de Rustan Abbey with its 15th century capitals.

A haven of peace and jewel in the city’s crown, it is Tarbes’ 
favourite park and loved by countless visitors. 

Rue Massey

The bust of General Ver-
chère de Reffye stands on 
the street of the same name. 
Reffye established an arsenal 
in Tarbes which contributed 
to the city’s economic boom. 
It stands on a pedestal on the 
fountain which itself cele-
brates Tarbes’ water. 

Sainte-Marie de la Sède 
Cathedral is a complex buil-
ding which has undergone 
extensions, repairs and alte-
rations since its construction 
in the 12th century.

It is the oldest landmark 
in Tarbes. The building was 
originally Roman in style 
and was revamped in the 17th 
century on a Gallo-Roman 
site then Merovingian ceme-

3

tery. It has kept its name, “La 
Sède” (from the Latin for bis-
hop’s seat), and the two apses 
in the choir from the Middle 
Ages. It got a Gothic nave in 
the 14th century and one of its 
greatest treasures in the 18th 
century: the baroque marble 
canopy above the main altar.

The Marcadieu is the symbolic meeting 
point in the city of Tarbes. 

The Baltard-style metallic hall was 
built in 1883. It was renovated in 2004 
and houses one of the biggest markets 
in South Western France on Thursdays 
on the neighbouring square.

Located on Place Marcadieu, the 
monumental fountain of the Quatre 
Vallées was built between 1882 and 
1897 and overseen by architect Louis Caddau (1853-1931). The 
fountain showcases the natural wealth of the Pyrenees by embo-
dying its towns and valleys. The artists Desca, Escoula and Mathet 
created an allegory: a real triumph of a city and its surroundings.

Place Marcadieu

This market hall was restored and renovated in 2012 and 2013 
and is named after the former mayor who commissioned the 
work. It is restructured around a central alley and has a market 
selling local produce plus various traders. Its architecture pres-
ents four artistic façades and two resolutely modern clocks. On 
the east side (rue de Gonnès), a canopy houses the producer’s 
market which flows onto the neighbouring pavement for the 
weekend market. Its paved forecourt has become one of the 
liveliest hubs in Tarbes.
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Fascinating façade

The Italian-style theatre was built 
in 1885 and the vaulted ceiling 
in the theatre was decorated by a 
fresco depicting Bacchus in all his 
glory. Its entrance hall with frescoes, 
bronze statues, caryatids and lobby 
in keeping with the rest of the décor 
dedicated to accordion player Yvette 
Horner, (born in Tarbes) have made 
this theatre a real sight for sore eyes 
in the heart of the city. This wonder-
ful cultural venue was beautifully 
renovated in 2011.

44, rue Larrey
tarbesenscenes@mairie-tarbes.fr

Fascinating façade

The Fine Art Collection 
displays major works by Italian 
artists from the 16th and 17th 
centuries, Dutch and Flemish 
paintings from the 16th and 17th 
centuries and French pieces 
from the 18th and 19th centuries 
brought together by the great 
mind and art enthusiast Achille 
Jubinal (1810-1875), deputy of 
the Hautes-Pyrenees.

Jardin Massey, rue Achile Jubinal
publics.musees@mairie-tarbes.fr

Tél. : + 33 5 62 44 36 95 - Site : www.musee-massey.com

Préfecture

Cathédrale 
Notre-Dame

de la Sède
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